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amongst the thousands who had stolidly stuck to their farms, forges,, and shops through all the excitements of civil war. Such a reflection however did not occur to the army leaders. They insisted persistently, and with increasing vehemence, on. the election of a new Parliament; and if they were willing to wait till 1054, it was only to give time for the completion of a measure adapting the distribution of seats to the altered circumstances of the times,, and arranging for the admission of Scotch and Irish members. Iktt in the autumn of 1652 it had already become too clear that no such measure would ever pass the House, except in a. form mutilated and marred by the resolve of the sitting members to retain their own supremacy. Meantime no practical measures were passed,, and not the army only but the people generally were coming to the conclusion that they could not bo worse off if they had no Parliament at all.
Cromwell then had recourse to his usual expedient of conferences. In October about half the ordinary attendants at the House wore invited to meet the chief officers of the army. .From time to time there were about a dozen of such meetings held, in which the odicers besought the members "that they would be mindful of their duty to (Joel, and men in. the discharge oil the trust reposed in thorn/1' But the only result was tli at the Parliament, taking alarm, begun to press on the "Act for a representative" in the form regarded by the arrny as simply an arrangement for enlarging and continuing the existing House. The last of these conferences was hold on the 10th of April ](>;>;$. On that day, after the House rose, twent.y-tl.iree members came to Cromwell's residence in Whitehall, where the officers were assembled; and the Lord-Gen oral was requested to express the views of the army. Ho then asked for a full explanation of the method to be followed in. electing a now ll.ou.se, and of tin* qualifications to bo required in. voters. The only r^ply was that the continuance of the existing House wa,s essential to the safety of the nation. Cromwell told them then that tins was simply impracticable. Did they mean that the House was to bo recruited by Presbyterians who had been faithless to 1he Commonwealth ? " li's one thing/"' ho said afterwards, " to love a brother, to bear with and love a person of different judgment in matters of religion^ and another thing to havets.xclaimed, according counties were sent up
